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BEYOND COMMENCEMENT
A Record of Alumni Achievement

ROLLINS
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FOREWORD

Five years ago, in the Bulletin, "They Went to a Liberal Arts
College," Rollins College reported the results of a survey of her
alumni covering the Classes of 1890 through 1950. This study summarized the records of Rollins graduates in the professions - medicine,
law, education and the ministry - as well as in business and industry. Well over a quarter of the alumni responding had found
careers in business, the fourth highest paid field in the United
States. Half the men and 14% of the women were in executive positions; 16% of both men and women were Presidents, General Managers, Vice Presidents, or Chairmen of the Board; 18% either owned
their own business or were in partnerships. Surprisingly, a higher
percentage of business women had attended graduate school than
men, but the latter led in the percentage who had actually received
graduate degrees. Two-thirds of those who reported attendance at
graduate school completed the requirements for an advanced degree.
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BRINGING THE RECORD UP TO DATE

Recently, Rollins College completed a survey of the graduates of
the six classes from 1951 through 1956. Because it brings to date
much of the information about Rollins alumni first presented in
"They Went to a Liberal Arts College," the new report is essentially
a supplement to that Bulletin.*
The survey of these last six classes is based upon replies to a
questionnaire. There were 468 responses from a total coverage of
653 graduates, a return of more than 70%.
The graduates of the Class of 1956 have not had sufficient time
to launch their careers as compared with their fellow alumni of the
five preceding classes. This report, therefore, considers first the
records of the classes of 1951 through 1955, followed by a somewhat
briefer treatment of the Class of 1956.
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RESPONSE FROM THE SIX CLASSES

Class

1951
1952
1953
1954
1955

Questionnaires
sent
124
130
102
102
100
558

1956

95

Replies

Percentage
response
77
75

94
97
72
75
70

71

74
70
408

60

73
63

ON TO GRADUATE SCHOOL-AND AFTER

E
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Reflecting the serious purpose of students in the classes of 1951
through 1955, as well as their consistent preparation and motivation,
is the considerable number who went on to graduate schools to complete, in most cases, their professional training.
This is in line with the oldest of Rollins traditions. The first two
graduates, Class of 1890, both pursued graduate studies and became
teachers. One of them also studied abroad.
Another participant in this first commencement was Richard
M. Alden, who earned his Master's degree at Harvard, the Ph.D at
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*Now out of print.
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the University of Pennsylvania, and embarked upon a distinguished
career as author and Professor of English. His achievements are
recorded in the American Dictionary of Biograhpy.
A Rollins alumnus holding top performance rating as outstanding is Berkeley Blackman, '07. Son of an early President of Rollins,
upon graduation he received the second Rhodes Scholarship awarded
in Florida for study at Oxford University where he distinguished himself by completing the honors course in chemistry in two years instead of the usual three.
The 112 men and women of the classes of 1951 through 1955
who have chosen to continue their studies are thereby making them~elves part of this long-cherished tradition of scholarship and service.
These 78 men and 34 women represent approximately 27% of those
who responded to the questionnaire. Of these, 33 men and 15 women
have received graduate or professional degrees and are now pursuing careers in law, medicine, teaching, the ministry, business, social work, the fine arts and music.
Not all of those who began graduate study completed their
preparation for a degree. Of 64 men and women still continuing their
professional training, six are candidates for the M.D., one for a
doctorate in dentistry, one for a graduate degree in theology, eight
men and four women for the Ph.D., three women and two men for
a degree in education, and two-both women-are studying for degrees in law.
Holders of advanced degrees are gainfully employed in a variety
of occupations which include the following: artist, attorney, builder,
chemist, clinical psychologist, assistant dean of boys, dean of women,
director of music, doctor, general manager of a manufacturing plant,
junior high school principal, assistant high school principal, market
analyst, newspaper editor, research physicist, school librarian, social
worker and teacher.
WHERE THEY WENT

If any generalization can be drawn from the pattern of graduate study revealed in the survey, it is that Rollins alumni pursue
diversified paths in the furtherance of their professional training.
While Florida institutions draw quite a few, four out of every five
graduates seeking higher degrees continue their studies at univer-
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sities in other parts of the United States and abroad. The graduate
schools in the order most frequently attended by the 1951 through
1955 group are:
University of Florida
Purdue University
University of North Carolina
Columbia University
University of Illinois
Florida State University
Northwestern University
Emory University
Vanderbilt University
Tufts University
Stetson University
Tulane University
Dartmouth College
University of Alabama
Duke University
University of Cincinnati
University of Hawaii
University of Michigan
Western Reserve University
University of Missouri
Yale University
FELLOWSHIPS AND OTHER AWARDS

The caliber of these students in both scholarship and character
is indicated by the number of graduate schools which sought them
as scholarship students. About 35% of those attending graduate
schools-28 men and 9 women-received over 70 offers of financial
aid from graduate schools in the form of fellowships, scholarships
and other grants-in-aid-about two offers per student.
In addition to most of the institutions listed above, offers of
assistance came from fourteen other leading graduate schools.
The graduates of these five classes were also recipients of four
Fulbright Fellowships, two Carnegie Fellowships, and a Southern
Fellowship Fund Grant.
EDUCATION DREW 12%

The low economic status of teachers failed to discourage 28 men
and 22 women graduates of the classes of 1951 through 1955. Of the
12% attracted to the field of education, about 40% went directly into
teaching without further professional training. Somewhat over onethird, however, have had or are currently taking graduate work.
The influence of Rollins College in the field of education extends well beyond the borders of Florida, or even the Southeast.
The survey reveals that graduates of these five classes are teaching
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in elementary schools, high schools and colleges in eighteen states.
One alumnus is teaching at the University of Puerto Rico; an alumna
is teaching at an Army post in Germany.
A geographical distribution of teachers follows:
Florida (28)
Maine (1)
New Jersey· (3)
Massachusetts (1)
Maryland (2)
Michigan (1)
New York (1)
North Carolina (1)
California (1)
Ohio (1)
Colorado (1)
Pennsylvania (1)
Connecticut (1)
Texas (1)
Illinois (1)
Wisconsin (1)
Iowa (1)
Puerto Rico (1)
Kentucky (1)
Germany (1)
BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY LURE MOST
More than one-third of the 408 reporting alumni of the five
classes indicated that they had taken no professional training at the
graduate level and are now employed, most of them in business and
industry. Less than one-fifth of these are women. Special training
programs qualified a number of graduates for responsible positions
in their chosen field most of whom are making excellent records.

Representative occupations now being filled by this group of
Rollins alumni are:
Men

Administrative and Executive
Collection Manager
Credit Manager
General Manager
Personnel Manager
President
Sales Manager
Sales Promotion Manager

Auditor
Banker
Insurance
Public Relations
TV Producer
Brokerage firm Manager

Women

Accounting
Aviation
Banking
Engineering
Executive & Administrative

Insurance
Laboratory Technician
Radio & TV Production
Sales Work
Secretary
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The survey brought to light the interesting fact that virtually
none of the members of the 1951 through 1955 group was unemployed at the time they were queried.
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termany (1)

SALUTE THE HOMEMAKERS

Of all the alumnae reporting, more than 70 % indicate they are
married and many are successfully combining marriage with professional or business careers. Nevertheless, well over half the women
graduates report "homemaking" their present occupation.
UNCLE SAM TAKES A SHARE

One out of ten of the graduates of the 1951 through 1955 classes
responding to the questionnaire, has been or is now serving in the
armed forces. (Of course, many men of these classes were already
veterans.) Despite such interruption to their careers, three of the
men received advanced degrees before entering upon their military
duty.
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Of the four women reporting military service, one served as an
officer in the Air Force, another had similar status in the Marine
Corps, and one is a civilian employed by the United States Army in
Tokyo as Supervisor of the Radio Section of Psychological Warfare.
The fourth is with the Army in the Canal Zone.
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Distribution of these 40 graduates among the various Services
follows:

I
I

Army
Navy
Marine Corps
Air Force

Men
22
9
2
3

Women
2

1
1
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KUDOS

Consistent with outstanding records as Rollins undergraduates,
a substantial number of alumni have since achieved distinction for
the quality of their scholarship, leadership and accomplishments.
There is space to mention only a few.
William Frangus, '51, an M. A. graduate of Stetson University
in 1954, is now Principal of Memorial Junior High School in Orlando,
Florida, and Executive Director of the Boys Clubs of America, Southeast.
J. Alfred McCauslin, '51 becomes Dean of Men at Wilmington
College, Ohio, in the Fall of 1957, after serving during the summer
of that year as Dean of Students in the Presbyterian Junior College
of North Carolina. At Pennsylvania State University, Dean McCauslin
received the M. A. degree in Sociology and Anthropology and the
M. S. degree in Guidance and Psychology. While in the Army, he
served as an educational adviser. In the summer of 1954, he was
visiting professor at the Inter-American University of Puerto Rico.
During the course of his advanced studies, McCauslin held graduate
assistantships at Pennsylvania State University and at the University
of Maryland. He was awarded a fellowship at the latter institution
for 1956-57 where he completed the necessary courses for his Ph.D.
Vernon R. Morgan, '51 received his M. A. degree from the University of Florida. He is teaching at Orlando Junior College and
serves also as clinical psychologist at the Orange County (Florida)
Guidance Clinic.
Clyde E. Stevens, '51 was awarded the M. S. P. H. degree at the
University of Florida. He is Athletic Director at Cocoa (Florida) High
School. At the University, he held an Assistantship and was elected
to Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society.
John M. DeGrove, '53 was awarded a fellowship by Emory Uni-

versity where he received his M. A. degree. During the past year
he was a Southern Fellowship Fellow in Political Science at the University of North Carolina where he is a candidate for the Ph.D. The
subject of his dissertation is "Water Resource Development in Florida: A Study of Resource Administration and Intergovernmental
Cooperation."
Virginia C. Howard, '55 received her M. A. degree from the
School of Education, Syracuse University, at the 1957 Commencement. The practical aspects of her advanced training in personnel
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work were done as a resident head at Syracuse. In the Fall of 1957,
Mrs. Howard enters upon her duties as Dean of Women at Ithaca
College, New York.
Peter Fay, '51 is an LL. B. graduate of the University of Florida
where he was President of Phi Delta Phi, legal fraternity, President
of the John Marshall Bar Association, and Executive Editor of the
University of Florida Law Review. He was also initiated into Order of
the Coif.
John Baker, '53, law graduate of the University of Florida, held
a student assistantship throughout law school, was elected President
of the Florida Blue Key, and named to the University's Hall of Fame.
Mrs. Robert T. Shepherd (Jeannine Romer), '51, a piano major,
was soloist performer with the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra.
John Reardon, '52 has frequently appeared as a soloist with the

New York Civic Opera. He recently had a featured role in the Broadway musical comedy success, "New Faces of 1957."
John Douglass Philips, '54, recipient of the Ambassador Strong
Scholarship for study at the University of Oslo, was granted a
License de Concert from the Ecole Normale in Paris, and was chosen
to represent the school at the Wagner Festival rehearsals at Bayreuth.
Dixon Thomas, '55 earned his Master of Music degree at Northwestern University and is now at work on his doctorate.
Dewey Anderson, '56 received the Master of Music degree from
Northwestern. For his thesis, he submitted a one-act opera.
Edward Hotaling, '56 is now an assistant in the choral department at Northwestern University where he was awarded a full tuition scholarship.
George D. Saute, '54, a psychology major at Rollins, pursued
his graduate studies at the University of North Carolina. He received
a Research Assistantship valued at $820 plus tuition and a Grading
Assistantship for $900 plus tuition. He is now a clinical psychologist
in Durham Veterans' Hospital, qualifying for his doctor's degree.
Norbett L. Mintz, '52 received his M.A. at the University of New
Mexico where he was awarded a Graduate Scholarship. He declined
fellowships ranging in value from $3,000 to $4,000 from several in-
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stitutions but accepted Teacher and Research Fellowships at Brandeis University amounting to $2,200 in addition to Graduate Scholarships valued at $2,900. In June, 1957, Mintz was awarded the Ph.D.
degree, the first to be given by Brandeis University. He is presently
in Europe where he will address the International Congress in Psychology. Upon his return, Dr. Mintz will be a Research Assistant at
Brandeis.
Howard P. Nicely, Jr., '52 was recipient of a Carnegie Fellowship for $1,800 to study at Vanderbilt University where he took his
M. S. degree. He declined an offer of an Oak Ridge Atomic Fellowship for $2,400. He is now a research physicist, has written a number of articles and one book, all of which are at present "classified."
George Lymburn, '53, now working for his M. A. in Motion
Pictures at the University of California, Los Angeles, and serving as
Theater Director for the Pulitzer Playhouse Theater Guild, won the
playwriting award of the Pacific Coast Play Tournament.
Merrill Dewey Reich, '54 studied political science and Arabic in
Austria on his Fulbright Fellowship. He was commissioned an Ensign in the Navy and assigned to Georgetown University for a year
of further study of Arabic and Iraqi. On August 1 of this year, he begins a two-year naval assignment to Turkey, where he will be stationed at Istanbul.
Lonnie P. Carruth, '55 had offers of fellowships and assistantships from Vanderbilt, Rochester University, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Yale, and Rice Institute. He is a graduate student
at Yale and was accorded honorable mention by the National Science
Foundation of Fellowships for scholarship and achievement.
Carol Farquharson, '55, candidate for the M. A. degree at the
University of Kentucky, had offers of scholarships from Peabody
Teachers College and the University of Missouri; fellowships from
Florida State University, Louisiana State University, and the University of Kentucky, which also offered her a Dormitory Counselorship.
Fulbright Fellowships went to the following:

Shirley Christensen Howard, '51
Jane Hood, '51
Marshall Stone, '52
Merrill Dewey Reich, '54

Music
Church Music
Organ
Political Science
& Arabic

France
Germany
Belgium
Austria
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NOW FOR THE CLASS OF 1956!

Results of the survey among last year's class reveal that the
1956 graduates are also showing creditable diligence in pursuing
graduate study leading to professional careers.
Representing 40% of the respondents from this class, seventeen
men and seven women have begun, or already completed, graduate
work in Law, Theology, Medicine, Music, Education, and Business
Administration. Offers of aid in the form of fellowships, scholarships,
assistantships and other grants came from eleven institutions to
nearly 30% of those continuing their study. One woman graduate
was offered both a Woodrow Wilson Fellowship and a Knapp Fellowship for study at the University of Wisconsin.
Graduates of the Class of 1956 selected the following universities for their professional training:
Alabama Polytechnic Institute
Stetson University
Columbia University
Temple University
Cornell University•
Tulane University*
Hartford Theological Seminary* University of California
Harvard University*
University of Colorado*
Indiana University•
University of Florida*
Kent State College•
University of Miami
Laval University (Canada)
University of Michigan
Northwestern University*
University of the South
Ohio State University•
University of Virginia
Pennsylvania State University*
University of Wisconsin
Stanford University

* Institutions which offered fellowships, scholarships and other grantsin-aid.

BUSY IN THEIR CHOSEN FIELDS

Nearly 40% of those who replied to the questionnaire had found
employment in business. Some undertook intensive training programs with their employers and one, at least, combined such training with graduate work for a Master's degree. Among the occupations
in which this recent group of graduates may be found are: accounting, aviation, banking, citrus growing, insurance, management, and
real estate.
Teaching less than held its own with only 8% of the class reporting employment in this field. Three are teaching in Florida, one
each in Indiana and New Jersey.
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GREETINGS!

Military service called 10% of the Class of 1956. Two men recently completed training in the Navy's Officer Candidate School and
were commissioned Ensigns in the United States Navy.
IN A NUTSHELL

Participating in this survey of alumni occupations are 468 graduates of the classes of 1951 through 1956. Their activities may be
summarized as follows:
%
%
%
1951-1955
1956
Both Groups
Graduate & Professional School 27
29
40
· Business
38
35
35
12
Education
8
11
Military Service
10
10
10
16
4
Homemakers & Other
15
"BY THEIR FRUITS

II

The advantages of a liberal arts education have been well explored in reports and studies, not only by institutions of higher
learning whose interest in the matter is more than academic, but by
many disinterested organizations. A notable study published in recent years is "They Went to College," an analysis by the Columbia
University Bureau of Applied Research, sponsored by Time Magazine.
The Rollins report, "They went to a Liberal Arts College," a
survey of its own alumni, raised the question: What more accurately
defines the benefits of higher education in the liberal arts - its
virtues and its limitations - than the record of alumni service?
Rollins College, a r epresentative institution among the nation's
independent liberal arts colleges, measures up to its role as a leader
not only in the State of Florida and the lower Southeast, but in the
nation. This is evident from the facts presented in "They Went to a
Liberal Arts College," now brought up to date in this Bulletin.

